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Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

News

Residents Protest
Additional Turn Lane
VDOT says dual left turn
onto Georgetown Pike won’t
increase the road’s traffic.

More than 150 people packed the Aldrin Elementary cafeteria, most of them to oppose
an additional turn lane onto Georgetown Pike.
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By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

K
athy Zimmerman said traffic on
Georgetown Pike was already so heavy
that her son’s school bus had to pick him
up half an hour earlier than scheduled,

and she couldn’t imagine why the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation (VDOT)
was going to build an additional
turn lane for drivers accessing the
road from eastbound Route 7.

“Why on earth does it make
sense to put that many cars onto
a Virginia byway that twists and
turns?” she asked VDOT program
manager Bud Siegel at a meeting
on Wednesday, Nov. 18.

More than 150 people, most of
them Great Falls residents,
showed up for the meeting at Buzz Aldrin Elemen-
tary School in Reston, and they were not happy. How-
ever, the public comment period on the project closed
six years ago, and it was approved in 2004. The pur-
pose of the meeting was simply to explain that addi-
tional turn lane was necessary.

GEORGETOWN PIKE, the main road through
Great Falls and into McLean, has become an alterna-
tive to Route 7 for many commuters traveling east-
bound in the morning and west in the evening, and
traffic on both roads is abysmal during rush hour.
“The Pike,” as it is known to Great Falls residents, is
a winding, two-lane road for most of its length,

largely unchanged since it was first paved, and a
designated scenic and historic byway. Meanwhile,
Route 7 is six lanes wide in Loudoun County and
Tysons Corner but narrows to four lanes in between,
and VDOT plans to widen the road from Loudoun to
just past Reston Avenue.

As part of the project, the left turn lane from east-
bound Route 7 onto Georgetown Pike is to become a
“dual left,” with two lanes allowed to turn onto the
smaller road, which then narrows to a single east-
bound lane. The agency’s representatives said the
additional turn lane is not expected to channel more
traffic onto Georgetown Pike and, in fact, would make
Route 7 a more attractive option, a statement that

drew laughter and criticism at last
week’s meeting.

Currently, drivers often wait
through two cycles of the traffic
signal before being able to turn
left onto Georgetown Pike, and a
single turn lane that would ac-
commodate all of those motorists
would have to be about a mile
long, Doug Miller, another VDOT
project manager, told the resi-
dents.

Siegel said drivers waiting to turn left have a ten-
dency to give up and pull out into the leftmost
through lane, causing a high rate of rear-end crashes.
He said improving safety at the intersection and wid-
ening the road would encourage drivers to stay on
Route 7, although residents noted that the road
would still bottleneck just east of the intersection.

“The completion of Route 7 is what is needed, not
making Georgetown Pike into a commuter road,” said
Great Falls Citizens Association President Ralph
Apton.

Siegel said VDOT planned to widen Route 7 to
Tysons Corner, but that project lacked funding and

“They’re proceeding
as though it’s a done
deal, but it’s our job
to try to undo it.”

— Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville)

Ginger Mahon, the organizer of the Wish List Project,
prepares for the 10-year-Celebration and Drop-Off Event
on Saturday, Nov. 21, at her home in Great Falls.
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Wish List Celebrates
10th Anniversary
Great Falls charity helps those in need.

By Janelle L. Plummer

The Connection

T
he Wish List Project began
in 2000 during the Christ-
mas holiday season and is

still growing strong 10 years later.
Ginger Mahon, the organizer of

the community outreach, said the
Wish List Project helped more than
300 needy families during the holi-
day season in 2008.

“It can be rewarding and fun to
think outside of your own family’s
Christmas,” Mahon said.

Despite the recession, Mahon is
still committed to serving families
and children this year.

She said her goal is to inspire
other people to do what she is
doing, and every year the Wish List
Project grows.

“Pick an organization and give
back to the community,” she said.

The Embry Rucker Community
Shelter in Reston, a part of Reston
Interfaith, is one of the organiza-
tions that will benefit from the
holiday Wish List Project.

The Embry Rucker Community
Shelter provides 70 beds each
night for men, women and fami-
lies, according to Reston
Interfaith’s Web site.

Amy McDowell, the director of
communications at Reston Inter-
faith, said this is the first time in a
long time that people have to
make tough choices about how
they will spend their money dur-
ing the holiday.

 “[The Wish List Project] is stick-
ing with their commitment to giv-
ing,” McDowell said. “We’re ex-
tremely grateful for her ongoing
commitment for 10 years.”

Nevertheless, Mahon said she
wants to be a tool that gives hope

Celebration
on Dec. 12

The 10-year Celebration and
Drop-off event will take place on
Saturday, Dec. 12, 2009 from 1-
4 p.m. at The Mahon Family
Home, 11900 Holy Spring Drive
in Great Falls. The event will in-
clude holiday music, food by
Mama Lucia’s on the hour, re-
freshments, Santa and other
surprises. Donate a new item, gift
card, or any amount of cash do-
nation to help the cause. For
further information contact Gin-
ger Mahon at 703-404-8473.

to those in need and channels the
generosity of donors.

“Let me help you help them,”
Mahon said. “When I heard about
Emory Rucker, I was compelled. I
get a lot out of it.”

Sister Mary Bader, the director
of St. Ann’s Infant and Maternity
home in Hyattsville, Md. said
Mahon contacted her three years
ago.

Bader said Mahon inquired
about the organization and
wanted to help.

“She has been quite a blessing,”
Bader said. “Last year, she was able
to get new comforters for the
kids.”

Bader said that while other
groups assist with toys and other
donated items, Mahon travels all
the way from Virginia.

“She comes with some of the
special times that kids want,”
Bader said.

The Wish List Project also ad-
dresses the needs of 75 teens in
Fairfax County Foster Care,
Katherine Hanley Family Shelter in
Fairfax, Shelter House in Falls
Church and SHARE in McLean.See Plan Alarms Residents,  Page 19
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NewsWeek in Great Falls

The ornament features a
view of the South Lawn
and façade of the White
House on a winter evening.

White House Ornaments on Sale
The Great Falls Woman’s

Club is again selling White
House Ornaments to fund
philanthropic activities. The
2009 White House Grover
Cleveland Christmas Orna-
ment honors Cleveland, the
only person to serve two non-
consecutive terms as President
of the United States. The or-
nament features a view of the
South Lawn and façade of the
White House on a winter
evening. The Christmas tree
shines brightly because, in
1894, the Clevelands were the
first in the White House to cel-
ebrate Christmas with rare
electric lights on their tree. One hundred multi-colored lights re-
placed candles for the first time.

Each ornament costs $18. Checks should be made out to GFWC.
The proceeds from the ornament sales will fund the philanthropic
activities of the club including the women and children’s shelter.

Contact Bootsie Humenansky at 703-444-3839 or bootsieh@aol.
The ornaments are also available at the Great Dogs of Great

Falls store.

Great Falls Studios Presents Holi-
day Art Show and Sale

Great Falls Studios presents the Great Falls annual holiday Art
Show and Sale, Dec.12 and 13, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the Colvin
Run Historic Schoolhouse, 10201 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls.

The show includes paintings, pottery, traditional and digital pho-
tographs, jewelry, drawings, art quilts and hand pulled lithographic
prints, plus artful gifts and cards. All of the artwork is created by
Great Falls artists, most of whom work out of their home studios.

Two musicians present live music performances at 2:30 p.m. each
day— Saturday, Mike McDermott, guitar, and Sunday, Jody Marshall,
hammered dulcimer. A drawing for several $50 “Art Bucks” door
prizes will be held Saturday afternoon at 5 p.m. Admission is free.
Call Linda Jones, 703-442-9251 for more information.

‘Turbulence,’ oil painting by Karen Bateman, 8 x 10
inches.

Inclusion Spells Success
At Forestville Elementary

Lindsay Barnas, a dedicated Learning Resource Teacher for the Enhanced Autism Pro-
gram,  pictured in her classroom.
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Creating an environment
where ‘everyone learns
and benefits.’

I
nclusion. It is a way of thinking, a mindset
where teachers and staff take responsibility for
the success of all students. This week is Na-
tional Inclusive Schools Week, a time to note

how well inclusion is working at Forestville Elemen-
tary School. “We have a very inclusive atmosphere
at Forestville on both sides of the spectrum,” said
Kathleen Quigley, Assistant Principal.

Five years ago, Forestville introduced the Enhanced
Autism Program (EAP.) Today, five children on the
autism spectrum are in this classroom.

“THE GOAL of this program has been to meet each
child’s academic, behavioral, emotional and social
needs in our classroom, to enable them to use those
skills outside the classroom and become inclusive
with their peer group,” said Lindsay Barnas, a Learn-
ing Resource Teacher for the program.

Charlie Colligan, a fourth grader at Forestville, has
done just that. He has been in the EAP since kinder-
garten and now spends more than half of his day
with his peer group. This inclusive model has en-
abled him to develop relationships with peers in his
class. “We’ve been so pleased with the progress he’s
made,” said Beth Colligan, Charlie’s mother. “Ms.
Barnas along with Charlie’s general education
teacher, Laura Stanley, have been so communicative.
The interest and the dedication of the staff don’t stop
at 3:55 p.m. The relationship with his peer group is
continuing to build his confidence and success.”

Last year, Charlie performed with the rest of his
social studies class in a rendition of “Virginia Colony.”
He enjoyed participating and the other children
cheered him on. “When he had success, everyone in
the classroom felt it and shared in it,” said Patrick
Mills, Charlie’s third grade social studies teacher.
“They were all working together. He was just an-

other member of the class.”

FOUR YEARS AGO, the Forestville brought the
Academically Advanced Program (APP) into the
school. This allowed the children in the program to
be inclusive with their own community. “It was a
dream of ours to send Kendall to an excellent school
in our own community,” said Rita Raymond, mother
of Kendall, a fifth grader in the AAP. “We wanted to
root ourselves in a local school, have her ride the
bus and develop relationships within her commu-
nity. She is getting an excellent education.”

“One of our parent volunteers, a grandmother in
her 70s, creates beautiful quilts,” said Matt Harris,
principal of Forestville. “Several hang in our school.
An inclusive Forestville involving our whole commu-
nity reminds me of these quilts in its richness of
makeup and complexity.  Inclusive school practices
create an environment in which character, education,
diversity of instruction and excellent life skills evolve
beautifully. Everyone learns and benefits from these
practices.”

— Kristine Nash

Kendall Raymond is shown here in her
classroom with Meredith Keuchel.
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Children’s Shopping
At General Store

Colvin Run Mill Historic Site at 10017 Colvin Run Road in Great
Falls will host Children’s Holiday Shopping on Saturday, Dec. 5, 10
a.m.-2 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 6, 12-4 p.m. and  Monday, Dec. 7, 1-4 p.m.

Volunteers help children find the perfect gift for everyone on
their lists. Free wrapping assures surprises for family and friends.
Adults are requested to wait on site. Please call ahead for groups
of six or more. For more information call 703-759-2771.
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703-450-5453
21800 Towncenter Plaza

Sterling, VA 20164
Tue, Wed, Fri: 9 AM-6 PM
Mon & Thur: 9 AM-7 PM

Sat: 9 AM-5 PM

703-771-4688
Battlefield Shopping Center,

Leesburg, VA 20176
Mon-Fri: 10 AM-6 PM

Sat: 9 AM-5 PM

STERLING APPLIANCE, INC.

www.sterlingappliance.com

GE Profile™ ENERGY STAR®

22.2 Cu. Ft. Refrigerator
with Internal Dispenser
• Internal
   water

dispenser
with GE

   water
filtration

GE Profile™ 30" Free-
Standing Electric Range
• Self-Clean

Oven

GE Profile™ Built-In
Dishwasher
• Giant
   Tub with
   up to
   16 Place

Setting
   Capacity

Nylon
   Racking

Shop Locally

PFSF2MIYWW
• $1699

GE Profile Advantium®

120" Above-the-
Cooktop Oven
• Cooks oven-quality food

up to four times faster

SCA1000HWW • $769

PB900TPWW
• $1249

PDW7800PWW • $899

The Doctors of Patrick A. Correnty, MD LLC

Now accepting new patients. Insurance accepted.

MCLEAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATES, LLC

Patrick Correnty, Timothy Muir, Suzanne Wittig, Sam Pappas,
David Antonetti, Kimberly Houde, Caroline Caine

Proudly Announce the

Grand Opening of Their New Office

INTERNAL MEDICINE

DRCORRENTY.COM

703.992.0649
6862 ELM STREET, SUITE 600, MCLEAN, VA 22101

Schools

See Schools,  Page 17

Send School Notes to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Dead-
line is Friday.

Cara Murnan of Great Falls, a
sophomore diver at Virginia Tech
at Blacksburg has been named to
the Women’s All-ACC All-Aca-
demic Team for 2008-2009.

Christopher Martin of Great
Falls, a junior majoring in physics
in the College of Science, was cho-
sen to be a resident advisor at Vir-
ginia Tech.

Julia Korzeniewski of Great
Falls has been named to Omicron
Delta Kappa National Leadership
Honor Society at Muhlenberg Col-
lege, Allentown, Pa. She is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
J. Korzeniewski and a graduate of
Flint Hill School.

The annual Mclean High
School Band Fruit Sale is cur-
rently underway. Boxes of fresh
Florida oranges and grapefruits,
fruit baskets, and jumbo pecan
halves are on sale through Nov. 25.
Visit http://mcleanband.org/an-
nual-fruit-sale.html  o place an
order or to prepay via credit card
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Saturday Hours Available at Regular Rates
(703) 450-9600  •  www.DavesAir.com

201 Davis Drive, Suite GG
Sterling, VA 20164

What are you most grateful for?
— Jenna Pugrant

Viewpoints

Andrew Vardell,
17,
senior, Langley High School:

“I am thankful that the college
application process is almost over.”

Josh Baker,
homebuilder,
BOWA:

“I am thankful for wonderful
friends and family — and pecan
pie.”

Brooke Van Beuren,
6,
first grade, Great Falls Elementary:

“I am thankful for my family and
my dog, Beau. I am also thankful
for my teacher and my house.”

T
he Woman’s Club of McLean is
presenting its 43rd annual fund
raiser, the Holiday Homes Tour
and Market Place of McLean, on

Thursday, Dec. 3, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Hon-
orary chairperson of this 43rd Tour is Dr.
Marilyn Jerome Foust, wife of Supervisor
John Foust (D-Dranesville). Marilyn Jerome
Foust is a practicing gynecologist and a con-
tributing member of the Fairfax County
community. The club is a non-profit,
501(C)(3) organization, and all proceeds
from the Tour will be allocated to local
charitable, educational and community
projects.

Tickets for the Tour are $20 in advance
and $25 on Dec. 3.  They may be purchased
by contacting the Club’s Web site at
www.mcleanwc.org, or at any of the follow-
ing locations: Mesmeralda’s of McLean,
Karin’s Florist of Vienna, Great Dogs of
Great Falls, and Stifel and Capra of Falls
Church.

Three homes in McLean have been se-
lected. The club members have tastefully
decorated each home.

First, is the Foust home. This five-bed-
room house is decorated with Chinese ac-
cents throughout. It is a home that speaks
of warmth for family and elegance for en-

tertaining. Its gardens feature a waterfall,
swimming pool with hot tub and a view of
surrounding nature.

The second selection is The Octagon
House, home of Susan Cooper. This is one-
of-a-kind house, which was completed in
2008. This eight-sided house is white with a
red metal roof.  It features a wrap around
covered porch, also a large breezeway con-
necting to the two-story garage. The
entranceway features an atrium and an el-
evator. Looking at the floor you see red tile
spokes leading from a center point to each
corner of the house. The living room features
a large painting of Renoir’s “The Luncheon
of The Boating Party,” with the party mem-
bers depicted as Coopers family and friends.
This home is made for entertaining.

Lastly, the contemporary home of Chuck
and Sandy Sieber. This is the second home
the couple has designed and had built in
McLean. The house features Tennessee flag-
stone walkway, a two-story fireplace of
Maryland stone, which also accents the
front of the house, Chinese counter tops and
Mexican tile in the kitchen, crystal chande-
lier from Italy. Asian décor in the media
room contains gifts from her father who
served in Vietnam. The collection and trea-
sures in this house must be seen.

News

Woman‘s Club of McLean
Presents Holiday Homes Tour
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Get 20% Off
Total Purchase with this Coupon

at GNC Live Well in McLean
Valid from 12/15/09 to 12/31/09

6831 Redmond Drive
McLean VA 22101

703-734-6133

I know I’m not getting everything I need.
How do I cover the basics?

Bone • Joint • Energy • Digestion • Cleanse • Weight Loss • Memory • Sleep/Stress • Heart

Start here:

McLean

Dolley Madison
(Rt. 123)

Old Dominion
Drive

Beverly Road

G
IA

N
T

Old Chain Bridge
Road

Home Sales

Copyright 2009 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

Address ................................ BR FB HB ... Postal City .... Sold Price ... Type ............ Lot AC ................ Subdivision
214 RIVER PARK DR ..................... 6 ... 7 ... 3 ..... GREAT FALLS .... $3,000,000 .... Detached .......... 1.72 ............ RIVERBEND FARM
10128 HIGH HILL CT ................... 6 ... 6 ... 2 ..... GREAT FALLS .... $2,325,000 .... Detached .......... 2.50 ................. FALCON RIDGE
605 DEERFIELD POND CT ............ 6 ... 8 ... 2 ..... GREAT FALLS .... $2,200,000 .... Detached .......... 1.75 ............ DEERFIELD POND
436 SPRINGVALE RD .................... 6 ... 6 ... 3 ..... GREAT FALLS .... $2,119,000 .... Detached .......... 5.00 .......... ECOLAND ESTATES
901 FALLS MANORS CT ............... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ..... GREAT FALLS .... $1,400,000 .... Detached .......... 0.92 ........................ FALLS RUN
10113 NEDRA DR ......................... 4 ... 4 ... 0 ..... GREAT FALLS .... $1,050,000 .... Detached .......... 0.72 ....... HICKORY VALE FARM
9100 MINE RUN DR ..................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $965,000 .... Detached .......... 3.48 ................ JACKSON HILLS
9916 MILL RUN DR ...................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $715,000 .... Detached .......... 0.92 .......... HILL CREST ACRES
10412 ARTEMEL LN ..................... 5 ... 3 ... 0 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $615,000 .... Detached .......... 0.67 ....... LEXINGTON ESTATES
9052 JEFFERY RD ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $585,000 .... Detached .......... 0.50 ...................... CRAMPTON
863 GOLDEN ARROW ST ............. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $565,000 .... Detached .......... 0.50 .............. OLIVER ESTATES
9915 MINBURN ST ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $543,000 .... Detached .......... 0.63 .............. OLIVER ESTATES
1104 UTTERBACK STORE RD ...... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $432,175 .... Detached .......... 0.52 .................... GREAT FALLS
1064 UTTERBACK STORE RD ...... 3 ... 1 ... 1 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $395,000 .... Detached .......... 0.51 .... TIMBER LAKE ESTATES
10518 CAMBRIDGE CT ................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $370,000 .... Detached .......... 0.26 ...... GREAT FALLS FOREST

October 2009

$3,000,000 ~ $370,000

P. Wesley Foster, Jr., chairman
and chief executive officer of The Long
& Foster® Companies, announced that
Barry S. Redler has been selected to
serve as chief marketing officer, a newly
created position within the organiza-
tion. Redler is an experienced marketing
leader having worked with both Fortune
10 and privately held corporations.
Prior to joining The Long & Foster Com-
panies, he oversaw marketing and sales
as a vice president for the Stanley Mar-
tin Companies, a privately held regional
homebuilder. Redler also worked for
The Ford Motor Company for over 20
years in various senior level marketing
and sales positions. Redler resides in
Northern Virginia with his wife and two
children

Yeonas and Shafran Real Estate
announces the relocation of their corpo-

rate offices to 1309 Vincent Place in
McLean.  Yeonas and Shafran provides
a complete range of real estate services
including new home sales, residential
resales, management and consulting.
Founded in 2002 by principals Dean
Yeonas and Jack Shafran, the firm was
recently ranked #17 in the top residen-
tial real estate companies in the metro
DC region by the Washington Business
Journal (based on 2008 sales volume).
For additional information, contact
Yeonas and Shafran Real Estate at 703-
790-3330 or visit their website at
www.YeonasAndShafran.com.

Bruce Green, regional vice presi-
dent of Weichert, Realtors® announced
that Patricia Stack of the Vienna of-
fice was recognized for industry
successes in the month of August. Stack
led the region for resale dollar volume.

Invite top neighborhood specialists in to
learn about the real estate services that
Weichert, Realtors has to offer. They can
be reached in Weichert’s Vienna Office
at (703) 938-6070 at 156 East Maple
Avenue Vienna, VA.

Mark Ackermann, Branch Vice
President of Coldwell Banker

Residential Brokerage in Vienna, re-
cently announced the office’s top
producers for the month of July: Sylvia
Davis Thompson - Top Sales Agent and
Top Producer, Susie Carpenter - Top
Listing Agent, Sylvia Jurek/Lisa Moffett
- Top Sales Team, Top Producing Team
and Top Listing Team.

For more information about buying or
selling a home in Fairfax County and its
surroundings, contact Coldwell Banker
in Vienna at 703-938-5600. To view list-
ings, visit www.cbmove.com/Vienna.

Real Estate Notes
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D
uring 2008, more families
across the country were with
out enough food during part
of some months than at any

time since 1995 when the U.S. Department
of Agriculture began monitoring the extent
and severity of food insecurity in U.S. house-
holds.

Last year, 17 million households in the
United States were without enough food for
some part of some months because
they didn’t have the money to buy
food, up from 13 million households
in 2007. That’s 49 million people,
up from 36 million in 2007.

The numbers are almost certainly higher
now, as 2009 draws to a close.

The ongoing recession and loss of jobs are
driving an ongoing surge of families turn-
ing to food banks here in Northern Virginia.
There are more unemployed people in
Northern Virginia than in any other part of
the state, according to the Virginia Employ-
ment Commission. While the employment
rate is lower here as a percentage of the
population, this area still has by far the larg-
est number of people unemployed.

In August, there were 69,770 unemployed
people in Northern Virginia, with an unem-
ployment rate of 4.7 percent. The rate was
down from 5.1 percent in July, but up from
3.3 percent in August, 2008.

People have lost their jobs, are unable to
find new ones. In some cases people who
own homes are stuck, unable to sell their
houses because the homes are worth less
than they paid for them, and are facing fore-

closure as well.
Families have used up their safety

net, spent their savings. They find
themselves without being able to put

food on the table, and they turn to local food
banks, food pantries, churches and other
charitable organizations for their most ba-
sic needs.

Food pantries around the area have
launched additional food drives to try to
meet the need. Many local charities also
offer winter coats and holiday gifts, and are
also turning to the community to meet the
rising needs.

With the holiday season underway, it’s
time to help.

— Mary Kimm

Give Locally More local families in need right now
than ever before; thankfully, most of
us are in a position to help.

Where to Donate
RESTON INTERFAITH,
11150 Sunset Hills Road, Suite 210, Reston
Serving Reston and Herndon
571-323-9555
www.restoninterfaith.org

SHARE OF MCLEAN FOOD PANTRY
Located in the McLean Baptist Church
703-284-2179
www.SHAREofMcLean.org
P.O. Box 210
McLean, VA 22101

FOOD FOR OTHERS
2938 Prosperity Avenue, Fairfax, 22031
703-207-9173

LOUDOUN INTERFAITH RELIEF INC.
750 Miller Drive, Suite A-1, Leesburg,
703-777-5911, 9:30-4 Monday to Friday, 9:30-1 on Saturday,
www.interfaithrelief.org
In demand: Cereal, spaghetti sauce with meat,

18 oz. jars of peanut butter, soups, canned meat or fish,
100 percent juices, stews, canned fruit and vegetables.

❖ Herndon-Reston FISH (For Immediate Sympathetic Help),
703-391-0105_

❖ Our Daily Bread, Central Fairfax, 703-273-8829
❖ Western Fairfax Christian Ministries, 703-988-9656
❖ Northern Virginia Family Service, Oakton, 703-385-3267
❖ Our Daily Bread,

10777 Main Street #320, Fairfax, 703-273-8829
❖ Committee for Helping Others (CHO), Vienna, 703-281-7614

Editorial

See Letters,  Page 9

‘Horrible Plan’
Threatens Pike
To the Editor:

An open letter to the Transportation
Commissioner David S. Ekern.

I attended the meeting con-
ducted by Leonard (Bud) Siegel
and other VDOT staff at Aldrin
Elementary School in Reston.
When Mr. Siegel was asked by
other attendees who was in charge
of this project, your name was
given, Mr. Ekern, so I imagine
mine is not the only e-mail you will
be receiving in the next several
days. At least, I hope not!

 I have been opposing VDOT’s
plan to introduce two left-turn
lanes from Route 7 onto
Georgetown Pike in Great Falls
ever since I first learned of it in
2003. And so has the Great Falls
Citizens Association, of which I
was an Executive Board member
at that time. And so does the cur-
rent Dranesville representative on
the Board of Supervisors, John
Foust, as well as hundreds of Great
Falls residents. We were vocifer-
ous in 2003 and would have con-
tinued to be, except that the issue
seemed to go away when funding
was lost in 2004. Now that the
funding is again available, the
project is proceeding. After more
than a four-year delay, people for-
got about it; which is why it seems
we are now faced with a “done
deal,” and little recourse.

There are many reasons I am
adamantly opposed to this pro-
posal, but the most important are:

1. There has been no Environ-
mental Impact Study for this plan,
and Mr. Siegel says one was not
required. With Fairfax County’s
serious air and water pollution
problems, you would think an EIS
would be done; and I feel that
without one, our environmental
concerns in the area are being ig-
nored and possibly circumvented.

2. There seems to be little regard
for the fact that Georgetown Pike
is an Historic Byway and should
be protected as such. We have
worked very hard in our commu-
nity to prevent any changes to this
historically-significant road, by,
among other things, trying to limit
widening, minimizing the number
of traffic signs and signals, and
lowering speed limits. The current
traffic situation is deplorable. This
plan would make it much worse.

3. Mr. Siegel himself admitted
that no studies had been done to
determine the impact of this
project upon Georgetown Pike or
the community of Great Falls. It
appears the focus of any studies
was the safety of drivers on Route
7 and how to keep traffic moving
on that road. Mr. Siegel did not
have any figures regarding the
number of traffic accidents in
Great Falls or any delays experi-
enced by our emergency vehicles
trying to navigate rush hour on
Georgetown Pike during an emer-

gency. I would venture to guess
that our safety would be further
jeopardized by the increased traf-
fic flow caused by this project.
Your personnel were unable to tell
us what the projected traffic fig-
ures would be for Georgetown
Pike once a second left-turn lane
was introduced and invited us to
go to the VDOT Web site to get the
information ourselves.

4. It was disheartening that each
time Mr. Siegel was asked, he was
unable to tell us if any alternatives
had been considered or other
methods tried, so I can only as-
sume the answer was no. Sample
questions posed were: Did you
think about posting “No Left Turn”
signs from Route 7 onto the Pike
during morning rush hour and vice
versa? Did you think about mak-
ing no left turn at all? How about
a curb at the left-turn lane to dis-
courage lane jumping? Or traffic
enforcement? It seems to me that
this plan is an expedient, short-
term solution to VDOT’s problem,
but not to Great Falls’ problem;
and that actually, Georgetown Pike
and Great Falls are just the means
to the end. Our concerns and our
own safety and quality of life do
not carry enough weight in the
bigger Fairfax County, VDOT pic-
ture.

5. I found it disingenuous (and
almost dishonest) for your agency
to assert that this is all about
safety, encouraging bicycle and pe-
destrian traffic and following the

Fairfax County Comprehensive
Plan. These were the three main
reasons given, besides moving
traffic off of Route 7 that I could
gather.

Firstly, it was only the safety of
drivers on Route 7 that was dis-
cussed. Secondly, I cannot even
fathom how this project will make
it possible for anyone to safely
walk or ride a bicycle in Great
Falls. It isn’t safe now, and will be
less safe with more traffic funneled
onto our narrow streets and roads.
And since we have very little po-
lice presence in Great Falls, but lots
and lots of drivers who break traf-
fic laws, resident safety on the
roads has always been an issue
here. And to tell us that this project
is part of the Comprehensive Plan,
well. That was too much. A Fairfax
County supervisor once told me
that the Comprehensive Plan is a
suggestion or a guide and is not
cast in stone. There is a system of
trails on the Comprehensive Plan,
but for more than 20 years, dedi-
cated people in Great Falls have
been unable to get that system
completely constructed. It took
VDOT less than 10 years to push
this road project through; and I
would hesitate a guess that this
specific plan, for two left-turn
lanes onto Georgetown Pike, is not
on the Comprehensive Plan, but I
don’t know. Let’s be honest here.
Anyone can spin facts and figures

Letters to the Editor



Great Falls Connection  ❖  November 25 - December 1, 2009  ❖  9www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

From Page 8

Letters

See Letters,  Page 18

to make them say what they
want and need. And I feel like this
is exactly what VDOT is doing in
this case. Project engineers are
telling us about formulas and hy-
potheses, but I think their data is
skewed because the focus is
skewed.  Not only was the human
element disregarded, but the
Georgetown Pike/Great Falls half
was left out of the equation.

I hope that VDOT will reconsider
this portion of the plan and you
will consider my arguments here,
Mr. Ekern. I hope anyone and ev-
eryone who is in any position to
do anything to change this plan
will do the same. I am sending a
copy of this e-mail to U.S. Rep.
Frank Wolf (R-10), Gov. Tim Kaine
(D), Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville), Supervisor Cathy
Hudgins (D-Hunter Mill), Chair-
man Sharon Bulova (D-At-large),
Del.-Elect Barbara Comstock (R-
34), Del. Margi Vanderhye (D-34),
the Great Falls Citizens Associa-
tion, my neighbors and the local
newspapers, and will hope for
change. Someone, somewhere,
who can actually do something to
change this horrible plan has got
to see things from this perspective.
I am hoping that you, Mr. Ekern,

will be one of those somebodies,
and I thank you for your time and
consideration.

Jan T. McCarthy
Great Falls

A Case Against
Public Option
To the Editor:

I am writing in response to the
opinion article entitled “Making a
Case for the Public Option” in the
Nov.19, 2009 issue of the Great
Falls Connection. The authors of
this article suggest that now is the
time to provide Americans a pub-
lic option in health care. I could
not disagree more. Our country’s
current economic condition as
well as the way in which the legis-
lation of this magnitude has been
crammed through the Congress
should be enough to give every
American pause.

First, our current national eco-
nomic state clearly demonstrates
that now is not the time to be
spending billions of dollars on a
new entitlement program that few
had the privilege to read before it
was brought for a vote. Our un-
employment rate has skyrocketed
above 10 percent, higher than it’s

been in a decade, the value of the
U.S. dollar sinks almost every day,
and the national debt is nearly $12
trillion and growing at a rate we
have not seen since World War II.
We already have existing massive
unfunded “promises” to guarantee
future entitlement benefits that
when added with liabilities like the
debt, total nearly $57 trillion.

We are headed towards a path
where our government’s only op-
tion to pay off its debt will be by
printing money or raising taxes
since fewer and fewer countries
want to buy our bonds. I know
proponents will argue that this
health “reform” will be deficit neu-
tral. I would love to believe that
health care coverage could be ex-
panded to all American citizens
without increasing cost or sacrific-
ing access and quality. However, I
am reluctant to believe that such
a utopia could be created by a gov-
ernment that can’t even get the flu
shot out in time.

More importantly, one only
needs to look at the mismanage-
ment and impending insolvency of
the Medicare and Social Security
Programs to see the fallacy of gov-
ernment efficiency and fiscal dis-
cipline.

Every year between Christmas and New
Year’s, the Great Falls Connection turns its
pages over to the contributions of local stu-
dents. We are seeking artwork, photography,
poetry, opinions, short stories and reflec-
tions. We welcome contributions from pub-
lic schools, private schools and students
who are home schooled.

E-mail to: PhotoM@connectionnews
papers.com, or mail or deliver contributions
by Dec. 4, to 1606 King St., Alexandria, VA
22314. Please be sure to include the stu-
dent’s name, age, grade, school and town of
residence along with each submission. For
information, call 703-778-9410.

Be a Part of CHILDREN’S (& TEENS’) CONNECTION
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CravensNursery.com

Major credit cards accepted

SINCE 1973

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

35% TO 75%
OFF ALL Trees & Shrubs

3 CU. FT. Bag $299

PATIOS, WALLS,
WALKWAYS,

PAVER DRIVEWAYS,
TIMBER WALLS &
SO MUCH MORE

DRAINAGE
Concrete

Stone Masons
Brick Layers

Bulk Mulch
$1999 

Reg $2999 cu yd

Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates

ALL POTTERY 60–75% OFF

FREE

Our
Best

Prices
of this

Century

Off-Season Pricing

SHREDDED HARDWOOD MULCH

New Truckload TALAVERA

25%
OFF
BONSAI,
ORCHIDS

CACTI
PERENNIALS

Magnolias, Hollies,
Birch, Japanese

Maples,
Crape Myrtles

50% OFF
(Selected)

SUPER
SPECIALS

Hand Painted Mexican Pottery

Ask cashier for details

Buy 1 at Regular Price
Get 2 FREE

60,000 POTS

POINSETTIAS
GREEN HOUSE FRESH

6” Poinsettias
Buy One,

Get One 50% OFF

FRASER FIR
5’–11’
Fresh Cut
Superior
Quality

Live Christmas
Trees

FRESH
GREENERY
99¢ a Yard

Garland
Wreaths

Holly
Mistletoe

Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

FRIDAY/NOV. 27
27th Annual Thanksgiving

Weekend Art and Craft
Showcase. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at the
Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St. S.E., Vienna. More than
eighty local artisans. Admission $3.
703-560-4844 or www.nvhg.org.

Interactive Retelling of the
Thanksgiving Story. 11 a.m. at the
Frying Pan Farm Park Visitor Center,
2739 West Ox Road. With Glee
Mania’s Sue Cournoyer. $4. Pre-paid
reservations required. 703-437-9101.

Shane Hines and the Trance. 7 p.m.
and 10 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna. $12. 703-255-1566
or jamminjava.com.

SATURDAY/NOV. 28
27th Annual Thanksgiving

Weekend Art and Craft
Showcase. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at the
Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St. S.E., Vienna. More than
eighty local artisans. Admission $3.
703-560-4844 or www.nvhg.org.

Our Daily Bread Holiday Food
Drive. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. next to
Safeway at Courthouse Plaza, 10376
Willard Way, Fairfax City. Proceeds to
benefit Fairfax United Methodist
Church www.our-daily-bread.org.

A Chanticleer Christmas. 8 p.m. at
the George Mason University Concert
Hall, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax..
Tickets $24-$48. Pre-Performance
Discussion held 45 minutes prior to
the performance. 888-945-2468 or

www.gmu.edu/cfa.
The Haddad Youth Ballet of Great

Falls: The Nutcracker. 2 p.m. and
7 p.m. at the Madeira School, 8328
Georgetown Pike, McLean. 703-759-
3366.

Boys Will Be Boys, I Saw A Ghost,
Used Up, What A Night! and
Light Up The Sky. 5:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 advance/ $13 day of
show. 703-255-1566 or

jamminjava.com.
Sick Damage Turkey Stomp with

Viking, Young Enough, CJMilli
and The Grenade. 10:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $5. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

Lipizzaner Stallions 40th

Anniversary Tour. 2 p.m. and 7
p.m. at George Mason University
Patriot Center, 4500 Patriot Circle,
Fairfax. Tickets $24.50-$32.50.

Tickets are available at
www.ticketmaster.com or 703-573-
SEAT. www.patriotcenter.com.

The Grandsons. Roots rock. 8 p.m. at
Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. $16. 703-938-2404 or
www.wolftrap.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 28
Jazz Pianist John Eaton. 8 p.m. at

Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. $25. 703-938-2404 or
www.wolftrap.org.

SUNDAY/NOV. 29
27th Annual Thanksgiving

Weekend Art and Craft
Showcase. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at the
Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St. S.E., Vienna. More than
eighty local artisans. Admission $3.
703-560-4844 or www.nvhg.org.

Jody Marshall. 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. at
The Old Brogue Irish Pub, 760-C
Walker Road, Great Falls.
Reservations required. $15. 703-759-
3309 or www.jodymarshall.net.

Lipizzaner Stallions 40th

Anniversary Tour. 2 p.m. at
George Mason University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
Tickets $24.50-$32.50. Tickets are
available at www.ticketmaster.com or
703-573-SEAT.
www.patriotcenter.com.

The Haddad Youth Ballet of Great
Falls: The Nutcracker. 4 p.m. at
the Madeira School, 8328
Georgetown Pike, McLean. 703-759-
3366.

MONDAY/NOV. 30
Marie Digby and Alpha Rev. 8 p.m.

Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $12. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/DEC. 1
Colvin Run Community Center

Weekly Dance. 7 p.m. at Colvin
Run Schoolhouse, 10201 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. $10.
www.colvinrun.org.

Sloan. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna. $15. 703-255-1566
or jamminjava.com.

AIDS Quilt at GMU on World AIDS
Day. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at George Mason
University, Johnson Center’s
Dewberry Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. More than 100 panels from
the AIDS Memorial Quilt will be
displayed at GMU as part of World
AIDS Day. Almost all of the 40,000
colorful panels that make up the Quilt
memorialize the life of a person lost
to AIDS. masonaidsquilt.com or 703-
993-1094.

The McLean Branch of the
American Association of
University Women Annual
Holiday Luncheon.11:30 a.m. at
the Riverbend Country Club, 375
Walker Road, Great Falls. With
Henriette de Bruyn Kops, a
researcher in the Dept. of Northern
Baroque at the National Gallery and
lecturer/ research associate at
Georgetown University. $28. 703-
356-0529 or www.mcleanaauw.org.
Nonperishable food, paper goods and
toiletries will be collected to donate
to Share, Inc.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 2
Line Dancing Classes for Active

Seniors. 11 a.m. at the Vinson
Dominion Hall, 6251 Old Dominion
Drive, McLean. Join a new community

program designed for age 55 and
over. Free. Wear low heels and
comfortable shoes. Registration
required. 703-442-9075, TTY 711.

Brooke Waggoner, Adam Levy and
Amber Rubarth. 8 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10.
703-255-1566 or jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/DEC. 3
Great Falls Womans’ Club 7th

Annual Bridge Jamboree. 9:30
a.m. at Christ the King Lutheran
Church, 10550 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. The proceeds will support
the GFWC Scholarship Fund and gift
cards for the Fairfax County Shelter
for Abused Women and Children.
$40, including continental breakfast
and lunch. Prizes will be awarded.
Reserve with Karen Magley, 11608
Holly Briar Lane, Great Falls, VA
22066.

THURSDAY/DEC.3
The McLean Art Society will hold a

juried show with an opening
reception. The exhibit continues
through Friday, Jan. 8, 2010 at the
Ramp Gallery at the McLean
Community Center,1234 Ingleside
Road, McLean. 703-790-0123.

James Madison High School Wind
Symphony and Color Guard 30th

Annual Tiny Tots Holiday Show.
10 a.m. and 7 p.m. in the James
Madison High School Auditorium,
2500 James Madison Drive, Vienna.
Costumed guests include Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer, Frosty the
Snowman and more. Sing, clap and
dance along with the band. $5 per
person. 703-319-8897 or
tinytots@jmhsband.org.

Luke Brindley, Peter Bradley
Adams and Rosi Golan. 7:30 p.m.

Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $15. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

FRIDAY/DEC. 4
James Madison High School Wind

Symphony and Color Guard 30th

Annual Tiny Tots Holiday Show.
10 a.m. and 1 p.m. in the James
Madison High School Auditorium,
2500 James Madison Drive, Vienna.
703-319-8897 or
tinytots@jmhsband.org.

Graham Colton. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $12
advance/ $15 day of show. 703-255-
1566 or jamminjava.com.

Memphis 59 “Ragged But Right”
CD Release. 10 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10. 703-
255-1566 or jamminjava.com.

SATURDAY/DEC. 5
Epiphany United Methodist Church

Annual Christmas Bazaar. 10
a.m.-3 p.m. at 1014 Country Club
Drive N.E., Vienna. Silent auction,
crafts, poinsettias, wreaths and center
pieces, baked goods and lunch. 703-
938-3494.

Preventing Diabetes. 10 a.m. at the
Diabetes Center, Inova Fair Oaks
Hospital, 3700 Joseph Siewick Drive,
Fairfax. Delay and even prevent Type
2 diabetes with healthier habits
during the pre-diabetes stage. Two
two-hour classes, in which Certified
Diabetes Educators will provide
information on physical activity, an
improved diet and other positive
lifestyle changes. $50 Registration
required. 703-750-8800 or
www.inova.org/healthclasses

Our Daily Bread Holiday Food
Drive. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. next to
Safeway at Courthouse Plaza, 10376

Willard Way, Fairfax City. Proceeds to
benefit Reston Bible Church
www.our-daily-bread.org.

Person L, John Nolan and Brian
Bonz. 9 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10 advance/
$12 day of show. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

The Vienna Choral Society:
Hallelujah! A Christmas
Concert. 7:30 p.m. at the Vienna
Baptist Church, 541 Marshall Road
S.W., Vienna. Handel’s Messiah Part I
and seasonal favorites. $18 adults,
$14 seniors and children.
viennachoralsociety.org or 703-255-
5508.

Flint Hill Elementary School Craft
Fair. At 2444 Flint Hill Road.
Professional crafters, Secret Santa
Shop for children, bake sale, cake
walk, and Crafty Kids Corner.
Sandy.andrews@fcps.edu or 703-242-
6100.

Northern Virginia Country Western
Dance Association, at Luther
Jackson Middle School, 3020 Gallows
Road, Falls Church. Bring an
unwrapped toy for Toys for Tots. Line
dance lessons 7:30 p.m., couples
specialty dance 8 p.m., open dancing
8:30-11 p.m. $10 members, $12 non-
members, $5 ages 16-20 with student
ID. www.nvcwda.org.

Children’s Holiday Shopping. 10
a.m.-2 p.m. at Colvin Run Mill
General Store, 10017 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. Volunteers help
children find the perfect gift. Free
wrapping. 703-759-2771 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/crm.

Colvin Run Ballroom Dance. At
Colvin Run Schoolhouse, 10201
Colvin Run Road, Great Falls. Live
music by Arrow. Dance lesson 8 p.m.,
dancing 9-11:30 p.m. $15 dance, $5
lesson. 703-795-2003 or
www.colvinrun.org.

The Haddad Youth Ballet of Great Falls presents The Nut-
cracker at the Madiera School, 8328 Georgetown Pike on
Saturday, Nov. 28, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. and on Sunday,
Nov. 29, at 4 p.m.. Emily Ngau and Aleksey Kudrin are
surrounded by lights during the snow scene.

Calendar



12  ❖  Great Falls Connection  ❖  November 25 - December 1, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Informational
Lunch

Tuesday,
December 15th

RSVP
703-578-7201

Adeler Jewelers
Maison du Vin

Meadows Farms
The Old Brogue Restaurant

and the spectacular

Standing Room Only Band!

To the tireless
Great Falls Optimist Club

&
Newcomers of Great Falls volunteers

&
to all those who attended and

helped us support Camp Fraser…

We couldn’t have done it without you!

Thank You!
The following helped make the

Fourth Annual Barn Dance
and Dinner a smashing success,

thanks to their very generous donations:

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications.Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, Illinois © 2009
Allstate Insurance Company.

You deserve the best possible
life insurance coverage for
your family. Call me today.

Spiro Souliotis
703-481-8210
1100 Herndon Pkwy
Herndon

To have community events listed in the
Connection, send to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

Air Force Maj. Park D. Ashley is re-
turning to the U.S. after a deployment in
support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
Ashley, a security assistance officer with
18 years of military service, is  normally
assigned to the 82nd Aerial Target
Squadron at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla.
He is the son of Clarence and Clara Sue
Ashley of Beach Mill Road, Great Falls,
a 1985 from Langley High School, and a
1990 graduate of the Georgia Institute of
Technology, Atlanta.

Keith A. Tooley has been commis-
sioned as a second lieutenant in the U.S.
Army after successfully completing the
Army ROTC program and graduating
with a bachelor’s degree from West Vir-
ginia University. Tooley is the son of
Jean D. Reimers of Donmore Drive,
Great Falls and is a 2004 graduate of
Langley High School.

Constance Lynne Solina was pro-
moted to U.S. Navy Lieutenant
Commander on Sept. 3. Currently with
the Functional Integration Management
and Training Directorate for the Center
for Seabees and Facilities Engineering,
she previously served in Iraq with the 4th

Naval Mobile Construction Battalion in
2007, earned a civil engineering degree
from Purdue University and a masters of
environmental engineering from the
University of Texas, Austin. Solina is the
daughter of Pamela Beck Danner and
David L. Danner of McLean, and a 1996
graduate of Langley High School.

Air Force Lt. Col. Nicholas E.
Russo participated in Proud Shield II/
Giant Sword II, a bombing, navigation,
weapons loading, and security forces
competition conducted by the Eighth Air
Force to demonstrate the military’s
readiness and ability to project airpower
around the world, set up a strategic de-
terrent to threats to American interests,
and meet national defense objectives.
Russo is director of operations assigned
to the 2nd Bomb Wing at Barksdale Air
Force Base, Bossier City, La., and has
served in the military for 16 years. He is
the son of Vincent and Reeta Russo of
McLean; his brothers are Brian Russo
and Mark Russo, also of McLean. Russo
received a bachelor’s degree in 1993
from Davidson College, N.C., and a
master’s degree in 2002 from Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical College.

Army Pfc. Eric Z. Reynolds, a 2007
graduate of Oakton High School, has
graduated from the Infantryman One
Station Unit Training at Fort Benning,
Columbus, Ga. He is the son of James
and Susan Reynolds of Oakton.

Michael Thompson, of Vienna is
among 10 James Madison University stu-
dents that trained for three days with
Special Forces soldiers at Fort Bragg, N.C.,
as part of the Army ROTC Ranger Group.

Coast Guard Seaman Nicholas C.
Pfautz , son of Terry Pfautz of
Warrenton and Richard Pfautz of
McLean, recently graduated from the
U.S. Coast Guard Recruit Training Cen-
ter in Cape May, N. J.

Army 2nd Lt. Roman A.
Terehoff has graduated from the In-
fantry Basic Officer Leader Course at
Fort Benning, Columbus, Ga. He is the
son of Alex G. and Irina P. Terehoff of
Borge St., Oakton, Va. Terehoff gradu-
ated in 2001 from Oakton High School,
and received a bachelor’s degree in 2008
from George Mason University.

Military

Notes
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I imagine it’s a bit more than a coinci-
dence under my present health circum-
stances (God works in mysterious ways, it is
said), that after pressing the “seek” button on
my car’s radio, the radio will regularly (it
doesn’t feel random anymore) advance itself
and stop on “Praise 104.1,” an “inspir-
ational” Gospel music station, (and not one
of my “pre-sets”). And for the first time in my
life, other than occasionally watching Joel
Osteen with my recently deceased mother
on Sunday mornings, and/or watching the
Christmas/Easter services broadcast from
Rome, with my wife, Dina’s, Italian grand-
mother, Filomena (also recently deceased), I
am now stopping and listening again; defi-
nitely to the music and sometimes even to
the words.

As for the songs I hear, which are not
really distinguishable to me as yet, I don’t
know if it’s the arrangement, the produc-
tion/engineering, the music, the musicians,
the lyrics, the singer, the choir, but together, it
all sounds wonderful. It “taps my toes” and
lifts my spirit. Moreover, it’s so upbeat and
positive and full of life and enthusiasm that it
almost makes me feel like dancing (and that’s
saying/doing something), and I feel better just
listening (not healthier, yet; let’s be realistic).
Maybe, even, a little hopeful, though. But
I’m not quite committed, emotionally. Nor
have I reprogrammed my car radio’s “pre-
sets.” And I don’t know any of the
D.J.s/“personalities” or the formats that may
differ from hour to hour, day to today, either.
At present, I would describe myself as a cas-
ual/inadvertent listener but one whose inter-
est has been piqued.

So what next? Do I change one of my
“pre-sets on my car’s FM radio and become
a regular listener? Do I call in and inquire
about getting on the station’s email/web site
list (if they have one)? Do I join their frequent
listener club (if they have one)? How
involved do I want to be? Dare I ask, will
whatever that level of involvement becomes,
will it/could it  positively affect my life; and if
someone, anyone, says it might, shouldn’t I,
given the seriousness of my underlying medi-
cal condition, embrace any and all options
that might offer a way through this most
arduous journey in which I find myself
entangled?

Maybe there’s an interim step I could
hesitatingly take?

Maybe I should first listen better when the
radio “seeks” and finds “Praise 104.1,” and
pay closer attention to more of what’s broad-
cast, specifically the lyrics in the songs, what
the D.J.’s say, the station’s promotions/ adver-
tisements), in general, the overall flow and
feeling, the vibe. Maybe it’s not as much of a
match as I think it is? I’ve only heard bits and
pieces of parts of songs, minimal
D.J./broadcaster involvement and so far, very
little proselytizing. On balance, so far what
I’ve heard has been good, but it’s been so
infrequent and irregular, that I haven’t
focused my attention yet and really listened
to hear what I might learn and determine if
in fact, this station’s content is what I want/
need to hear.

And if it turns out that it’s not where I’m
comfortable being, I think I’ll be better off
having reached out, so to speak, to make that
assessment. As much as this cancer thing may
have closed me, somehow I need to find
ways to stay open. Who’s to say, or who
knows, what really helps? Probably, it all
does. Who knows which way to turn/how
best to proceed? Certainly not me.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Praise for the
Station
That Prays
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Community

M
cLean residents Madeleine Hahn
and husband Ed Clark led the
effort last summer to build a

much needed bus stop bench at the corner
of Old Dominion Drive and Birch Road.
Over a year ago, Hahn heard that a man
had fainted at the bus stop. The man told
paramedics that the incident might have
been prevented if he had been able to sit
on a bench while waiting. Bus riders often
wait more than an hour for the next bus,
especially on weekends. Hahn also observed
“people in the rain sitting up on the roots
of a tree and in the mud near the stop” and
decided that something needed to be done.

According to Hahn, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation denied her request
for a bench to be placed at the stop. Hahn
and Clark decided to fund the building of
the bench themselves and later worked with
Bill Denk, president of the El Nido Civic
Association, to gather donations to recover
the costs. Zoey and William Hertz gave per-
mission to have the bench placed on their
land.

Rosario Ramirez works in the neighbor-
hood and rides the bus nearly every day.
“My job has very long hours and I wait for
one hour on Sundays for the bus,” she said.
“I am very tired and in the cold and the
rain [the bench] is good.”

“I just kind of felt like that it would add a
lot to our community and that it was our
responsibility to do something for the
people that caught the bus,” Hahn said.
“We’ll probably pick up a little plaque and

stick it on here somewhere that says ‘from
the community.’ It is just one of those com-
munity things that we do and I’m real happy
with it. This is what we are. We are a com-
munity here and we want to help.”

Residents of homes that are located
within the area bounded by Kent Gardens
Park, Old Dominion Drive, Kirby Road and

Caring Citizens Fund Bench at McLean Bus Stop

Photo by Christy Steele/The Connection

Rosario Ramirez, a woman who rides the bus nearly every day, sits on
the bench funded by Ed Clark and Madeleine Hahn, back right and
center. Bill Denk, right, president of the El Nido Civic Association, has
helped Hahn and Clark cover part of the cost through donations from
citizens.

Westmoreland Street are members of the
El Nido Civic Association. If you would like
to make a contribution toward the build-
ing of the bench or future improvements to
the community, go to http://elnidoca.org/
to learn more.

— Christy Steele

Faith Notes are for announcements and events
in the faith community. Send to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

St. John’s Episcopal Church in McLean
will hold a Thanksgiving Day

service of Holy Eucharist on Nov. 26 at 10 a.m.
The Thanksgiving

Offering will support SHARE, a non-profit orga-
nization founded in 1969

to meet emergency needs in McLean, Great Falls,
Pimmit Hills, and

surrounding areas. All are welcome. St. John’s
Church is located in McLean at 6715 Georgetown
Pike. For more information, call 703-356-4902, or
visit www.stjohnsmclean.org.

The Antioch Christian Church, 1860 Beulah
Road, Vienna, is announcing the installation of
their new minister, Rev. Randy Beeman.   Rev.
Beeman has most recently served as the Sr. Pastor
of First Christian Church of Lawrence, Kan. and the
Chaplain/Character Coach of the University of
Kansas Men’s Basketball team.  Pastor Beeman and
his wife Linda have four children. The guest
speaker for the Installation service is the Rev. Lari
Grubbs, Regional Minister of the Christian Church
Capital Area. The message by Rev. Grubbs is “Set-
ting Examples in the Church.”  The Installation
Worship service begins at 11 a.m. on Sunday, Nov.
29.  A reception hour will follow the Installation
worship service.  The community is invited to par-
ticipate and child care is provided.

HAVEN of Northern Virginia offers a vari-
ety of free bereavement support groups, meeting
on a weekly basis. Contact 703-941-7000 or
www.havenofnova.org for schedules and registra-
tion information.

The Jewish Social Services Agency (JSSA)
offers a variety of support groups for those with
emotional, social, and physical challenges. Contact
Gary Axelrod, 301-610-8309 or gaxelrod@jssa.org,

or www.jssa.org.

Vienna Baptist Church, 541 Marshall Road,
Vienna, is celebrating the 400th birthday of Bap-
tists. Sunday service is at 11 a.m.; Sunday Bible
Study, 9:30 a.m. 703-281-4400 or www.vbc-
va.org.

St. Francis Episcopal Church in Great Falls,
9220 Georgetown Pike in Great Falls. Services are
at 7:45 a.m., 9 a.m., and 11 a.m. Sunday School
classes and an adult forum series are at 10:15 a.m.
703-759-2082 or www.stfrancisgreatfalls.org. Fall
events include:

❖  Voice recital at 7 p.m. on Sept. 20, with mu-
sic from the British Isles.

· Choral Evensong for All Saints, 7:30 p.m.
on Nov. 1.

· Country Fair, Saturday, Oct. 3, 10 a.m.-
4 p.m.

❖ Blessing of the Animals, Sunday, Oct. 4 at the
9 a.m. service.

McLean Bible Church Fitness Class at
Body & Soul fitness. Balance is key, energy is re-
newed, strength is gained, and friendships are
formed. Mondays 9:15 a.m. and Fridays 9:45 a.m.
Childcare is free for registered students. E-mail
bodyandsoul@mcleanbible.org for more informa-
tion.

Vajrayogini Buddhist Center offers ongoing
classes on meditation and Buddhist philosophy,
Mondays at 7 p.m. at Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter
Mill Road, Oakton. $10 per class. 202-331-2122 or
www.meditation-dc.org.

Great Falls United Methodist Church at
10100 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. 703-759-
3705 offers “All Things New,” an ecumenical
worship service, every Wednesday at 6 p.m. Based
on the Beatitudes of Jesus, for people affected by
anger, fear, stress, dealing with rejection, credit
abuse, drug/alcohol abuse, physical/sexual addic-
tion or eating disorders.

Faith

To have community events listed in the Con-
nection, send to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

MONDAY/NOV. 30
Open Season Workshop for Federal

Employees and Retirees, with
Congressman Gerry Connolly. 10
a.m.-12 p.m. at the Fairfax County
Government Center, 12000 Government
Center Parkway, Fairfax. Featureing OPM’s
Dean Schleicher, the project leader for the
Federal Employees Health Benefits
Program annual Open Season, and Walt
Francis, author of Consumer
CHECKBOOK’s Guide to Health Plans for
Federal Employees. FEHB plan
representatives will be on hand to answer
questions and help participants. Call
Congressman Connolly’s District Office at
703-256-3071.

TUESDAY/DEC. 1
Vienna Tysons Regional Chamber of

Commerce Holiday Mixer. 5:30 p.m. at
Navigator Wealth Management, LLC, 7601
Lewinsville Road, Suite 205, McLean.
Members $20, non-members $25. 703-281-
1333 or www.vtrcc.org.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 2
 Great Falls Friends hosts their Annual

Holiday Breakfast at 8 a.m. at the Great
Falls Library -  Stop by for Food, Friends
and Networking.

TUESDAY/DEC. 8
League of Women Voters of the Fairfax

Area. 7:45 p.m. at Patrick Henry Library,
101 Maple Ave., Vienna. Contact Ann, 703-
938-7304. www.lwv-fairfax.org.

Bulletin Board
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

George Ruben
Electrical & Handyman

Services
Serving No. Va. for 20 Years

703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Complete Home Improvement
and Handyman

2nd Story additions to Decks
Since 1998

703-867-0119
Class A

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

Finish your basement now!
✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est. 37 yrs exp.  Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ELECTRICAL

I.A. Electric
3 0 1 - 6 5 5 - 4 2 4 4
Insured, Bonded & Lic.

BEST RATES in
Montgomery County!

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

DENTAL ASSISTANT
P/T.  Fairfax dental specialty (restora-
tive) practice seeking Dental Assistant 
with good people skills.  Must be friend-
ly, motivated and well organized.  Exp 
pref’d but willing to train.  Fax resume: 
703-645-8002 or call: 703-645-8001

Gift Officer-Major Gifts
For Flint Hill School, an independent, 
JK-12 school  in  Vienna, Va. Responsi-
bilities include working with a portfolio 
of donors to increase both annual and 
capital   giving.   Must   demonstrate  a 
track record of building donor relation-
ships. Required: BA/BS degree; 5-7 
years fundraising exp; fluency with tech-
nology; strong communication and or-
ganizational skills. Independent school 
fundraising exp. preferred. This individ-
ual will join a dynamic Advancement 
team in a highly collaborative work envi-
ronment.    Please   email   cover   letter  
and resume to: bmontagne@flinthill.org 

Highly Skilled Financial 
Client Service Associate

Successful small Wealth Mangement firm 
in Arlington in search of experienced, 
professional and detail-oriented Client 
Service Associate for full time position.

Pay to commensurate experience.
Generous small firm benefits. Experience 
in financial industry a MUST. We are not 
affiliated with a BD so we cannot hold any 
securities licenses.

Contact Sossy Matos
Sossy@OmegaWealthManagement.com

703-387-0919 X502

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Medical Receptionist
Busy medical office near Ffx Hosp. seeking 
mature, friendly P/T Receptionist. Comput-
er & Med office exp. preferred. Wonderful 
work environment! Please Fax resume to 
703-876-0253or Email:jdunn@novagidoc.com

NURSE - RN/LPN
FOR IM/GI IN MCLEAN. 
FLEXIBLE HOURS. CALL 

703-629-3969

PEDIATRIC RN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric prac-
tice in Alexandria & Fairfax has immediate 
openings for PT positions. Ideal for nurses 
returning   to  the   workforce.   Competitive 
salary  with  benefits.  Orientation provided. 

Fax resume to 703/914-5494 or
call Sharon at 703/914-8989, ext. 107.

Immediate Openings! PT/FT.
Temp/perm. Cust. Sales/Service. Ideal
for students/others. Flex. schedules.

All ages 18+. Conditions Apply.

703-359-7600

HOLIDAY
HELP

$17.00 Base-Appt.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon
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Airport
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Oakton

Arlington
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Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton
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Fairfax
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Springfield

2

6

5

3
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North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill
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A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Christmas Décor Installers
Call today for a free estimate

703-433-2739
or contact us on the web at

Perfectlandscapes.com

LEAF CLEAN UP & REMOVAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

.................................................

EXPERT
LEAF REMOVAL, FIREWOOD

AT AFFORDABLE FEES

 Licensed HES Co. LLC. Insured

703-203-8853
Ask About Going Green!

Mulch, Gutter, Landscape

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

ClassifiedClassified

Notice of Initiation of the Section 106 Process: 
Public Participation

Clearwire Wireless Broadband, an FCC-licensed wireless pro-
vider in the State of Virginia, is proposing the collocation of 
wireless antennas on an existing building rooftop at 200 N. 
Glebe Road, Arlington, Arlington County, Virginia 22203. The 
proposed development will include a 10’ x 10’ lease area for 
equipment. Members of the public interested in submitting 
comments on the possible effects of the proposed project on 
historic properties included in or eligible for inclusion in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places may send their comments to 
Alex Bos, Rescom Environmental Corp., P.O. Box 6225, Tra-
verse City, MI 49696 or call 1.231.947.4454. Project Refer-
ence #: 0909042

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

3 RE for Rent

C’ville, end TH, 3br, 2.5.5 BA, 
fpl, w/d, pool, ten, bcks to wds
$1650/mo  o/a 703-864-5881 

4 RE for Sale

Behind on Payments? 
Avoid Foreclosure call
1-800-710-9938 x111

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

LANDSCAPING

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

T
he Great Falls Business and Pro
fessional Association has
launched “Shop Great Falls,” a
community wide campaign de-

signed to promote local businesses and
stimulate sales during the holiday shopping
season. Calling on residents to “Think Lo-
cally, Act Locally and Shop Great Falls,” the
GFBPA is seeking to raise the profile of lo-
cal retailers and other businesses within the
community and encourage holiday shop-
ping closer to home.

Between Nov. 16 and Dec. 24, shoppers
can visit any participating business and en-
ter to win one of three Great Falls Gift Bas-
kets, each containing hundreds of dollars
in merchandise, gift certificates and free
services exclusively from local providers.
Most participants will also be offering spe-
cial Shop Great Falls incentives and other
limited-time opportunities during the cam-
paign.

“We felt it was important in these diffi-
cult economic times for the GFBPA to get
out front and actively promote the indi-
vidual small businesses that serve our com-
munity,” said Ralph Lozaro, GFBPA presi-
dent. “People are looking for value, now
more than ever, and we wanted to give lo-
cal businesses a platform to spotlight the

selection and savings available right here
at home.”

“Even if many residents feel they already
know the local businesses,” said Lozaro, “we
wanted to give them reason to visit again
and experience anew what their hometown
business community has to offer.”

For more information, contact Mark von
Keszycki at 571-294-5972 or visit the GFBPA
Web site at www.greatfallsbpa.com.

Shop Great Falls
Campaign Launched

News

Maison et Jardin, Ltd. offers a
variety of traditional holiday gifts.

If you do not
get the
Great Falls
Connection
delivered to
your home…

FIRST
CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now avail-
able for the
first time with
timely postal
carrier deliv-
ery: $30 for
six months.
Help us meet
the costs of pro-
viding first-
rate community
journalism on
newsprint to
your house-
hold.

Call 703-778-
9426 (or -9427)

or e-mail
circulation@

connectionnews
papers.com
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Sports

Edric Wung (McLean) fin-
ished in a second place tie in the
boys’ 12-13 age group division of
the recent MAPGA Junior Turkey
Two-Day golf event at Fauquier
Springs Country Club. Ian
Hildebrand of Purcellville finished
first. Wung had a two-day total of
164, tying him with Errol Clarke
(Mitchellville, Md.).

In the overall girls’ division,
Shabril Brewer (Oak Hill) broke
away from the field and won by
eight shots over April Nimjareansuk
(Alexandria). Brewer started the

day with birdies at holes one, two,
and seven. She fired a 5-over 77 to
finish the event at 11-over par.
Brewer, a Westfield High student,
was part of the Bulldogs’ team that
captured the state AAA golf title a
few weeks ago.

Shannon Brooks (Vienna)
cruised to a victory in the Girls 12-
14 division with a two-day total
of 166. Her second round 81 was
a two-day low for her division.
Julie Luo (Herndon) finished nine
shots back with 175.

The Marshall High Boosters
will once again be sponsoring the
Christmas Tree Lot in front of the
school. Trees in a variety of types
and sizes, wreaths  and fresh gar-
land can all be purchased. Need a
stocking stuffer? How about some
Marshall Spirit wear or the White
House ornament? The tree lot will
be open seven days a week until
all trees are sold. Hours of opera-
tion are Saturdays and Sundays
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Mondays-Fri-
days from 5:30-8 p.m. All proceeds
from the tree lot will go directly

into the Marshall students’ activi-
ties account, which sponsors 21
teams and a variety of clubs with
the purchase of uniforms and
equipment, field maintenance,
capital improvements and travel
needs to competitions. In addition,
the purchase of White House
Christmas Ornaments will directly
support Marshall’s All Night
Graduation Celebration. Contact
Christmas Tree Chair Ellen
Loszynski at ejloszynski@msn.com
for any further information.

The McLean High Athletic
Boosters’ Golf Classic fund-rais-
ing event took place Oct. 23 at the
Reston National Golf Course. The
day of golf featured a best ball
team format, awards, gift bag,
lunch and appetizers after the
tournament. Funds raised will go
towards upgrades to McLean High
athletic facilities, such as improve-
ments to the stadium entrance, an
asphalt walkway between the
baseball and softball fields, re-sur-
facing of the tennis courts and the
purchase of new scoreboards.

Sports Roundups

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

M
cLean High softball
coach Maurice Tawil an
nounced that senior short
stop Lauren McColgan

has signed a National Letter of Intent to play
softball at Div. 1 George Mason University.
McColgan will play her senior season at
McLean this spring. She has been the High-
landers’ starting shortstop since her arrival
in 2007 and will be a team captain for a
second year in a row.

Over her first three years at McLean,
McColgan accumulated numerous recogni-
tion awards. Specifically, as a junior in the
spring season of 2009, McColgan’s out-
standing performance was rewarded as she
was named Liberty District Player of the
Year, First Team All-Northern Region, and
All-State. She led the Highlanders with a
.494 batting average, .578 on-base percent-
age and 23 stolen bases out of 24 attempts.

During the recruiting process, Coach
Tawil told GMU head coach Joe Verbanic,
“I hope Lauren McColgan does for your pro-
gram what she has done for our program.”

McColgan started playing ball when she
was 8. She played for McLean Little League
from 2000-04. In 2004, she was on the All-
Star team that made it to the World Series
in Portland, Ore. for the first time in McLean
history. In the fall 2004, McColgan joined
the Vienna Stars travel team. For the past
five years, while playing for the Stars,
McColgan has played in many high profile
tournaments and has done some extensive
traveling. Her travels include tournaments
in Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsyl-
vania, North Carolina, South Carolina, New
Jersey, New York, Florida, Tennessee, Ken-
tucky, Oklahoma, Colorado, Oregon and Il-
linois.

McColgan, also known as “Mac,” cur-
rently plays on the 18-under Vienna Stars
Gold team, coached by Tony Rollins.

Other schools that were interested in
McColgan included Bucknell University,
LaSalle, Fairleigh Dickenson, Longwood,
Coastal Carolina and Providence.

McLean High’s Hanna Longwell will
play women’s lacrosse at Colgate Univer-
sity. The Colgate Raiders are the reigning
2009 Patriot League Women’s Lacrosse
Champions.

“I am so excited to have committed to
Colgate University,” said Longwell. “I love
the coaches and the welcoming atmosphere
on campus and can’t wait to be part of the
team. I feel really lucky to have the oppor-
tunity to make a contribution at a school
with such excellent academics and such an
extremely competitive lacrosse program,
and I am thankful for all the support that I
have gotten from my high school and club
coaches during the recruiting process.”

Anne Inzerello, McLean’s head varsity la-
crosse coach, is impressed with Longwell’s
efforts and ability.

“When I first met Hanna her freshman
year at tryouts, she shook my hand and in-
troduced herself,” said Inzerello. “At that

moment, I knew two things. First, she was
one of the smallest goalies I had ever seen.
And second, that she was tough. As I got
to know Hanna better throughout that
first season and the years to follow, I
learned many more things about her. Not
only is she both tiny and tough, she is te-
nacious as well.”

Longwell has given her best to continue
to improve as a player and as a teammate.

“Hanna works hard and accepts noth-
ing less than perfection,” said her coach.
“As a result, she is very goal-driven. But
she doesn’t give her goals lip service alone,
she practices and plays to achieve them.
She constantly tries to improve herself and
encourage teammates. She inspires and
motivates those around her with her
words and example and gives them the
support they need to accomplish their own
goals. She has a positive attitude that is
contagious. She can buoy her defense and
cement and motivate a team in disheart-
ening circumstances. Hanna seeks chal-
lenges and loves nothing more than great
competition. She exudes a supreme con-
fidence on the field, but is never cocky.
She just simply doesn’t know how to be

intimidated. Hanna’s achievements and
merit have been recognized by many and
in various venues over the years. As the
starting goalie on varsity since her fresh-
man year, she has been watched and ad-
mired by many during her high school ca-
reer.”

Longwell’s lacrosse achievements include:
First Team All-Liberty District every year;
team MVP as a sophomore; and All-North-
ern Region Goalie of the Year as a junior.

“As coaches, we feel very lucky to have
had Hanna play for us and we are looking
forward to her final season as a senior,” said
Inzerello. “We are excited for the next chap-
ter in her lacrosse career and know that
Colgate is very lucky to have her.  Congratu-
lations, Hanna.”

Longwell is a captain of both the varsity
lacrosse and cheer teams, and has competed
as a member of the gymnastics team. She
is currently on target to earn 13 varsity let-
ters during her high school career, qualify-
ing her for McLean’s prestigious Angus
Award. McLean Director of Activities Tom
Herman believes that this may be a school

record for the most varsity letters earned.
Hanna has devoted an enormous amount

of time to lacrosse training, practices, camps
and tournaments. In addition to high school
lacrosse, she has played for Capital La-
crosse, M&D Lacrosse, Potomac Power,
McLean Magic and Stars Lacrosse, at one
point playing on four travel teams simulta-
neously.

Crediting McLean Youth Lacrosse Coach
Bucky Morris for sparking her interest in
lacrosse in the third grade, Longwell re-
ceived excellent instruction and began hon-
ing her skills early. As an 11-year old, she
was selected to the U-13 National Festival
Team, and to the U-15 National Festival
Team as a 12-year old. She was goalkeeper
for Morris’ undefeated 2006 NVYLL McLean
Youth League U-15A Champions during
their 11-0 season. Over each of the past
three years, Longwell has earned a spot on
the U.S. Lacrosse Women’s Division Na-
tional High School Team for the Mid-Atlan-
tic Region.

The Longwell are keeping it all in the fam-
ily. Hanna will join her sister, Alexis, at
Colgate. A 2009 graduate of McLean, Alexis
Longwell is currently a soccer goalkeeper
for the Colgate Raiders. Younger brother,
Robert, is a freshman at McLean.

Sean Fitzgerald, a McLean High senior,
recently signed to play college baseball at
Notre Dame. Last spring, Fitzgerald was
named the Liberty District Pitcher of the
Year. He earned both First Team All-Liberty
District and Northern Region accolades,
while also earning Honorable Mention All-
State honors.

A year earlier, as a sophomore, Fitzgerald
was named both First Team All-District and
Second Team All-Region as a utility player.
And as a freshman in 2007, he made Sec-
ond Team All-District utility.

Fitzgerald is McLean’s all-time career
leader in wins entering his senior year with
19.

McLean High senior Chris Russo
recently signed to play college baseball at
the Virginia Military Institute. Russo, as a
junior last spring, earned First Team All-Lib-
erty District recognition as a second
baseman, and was Honorable Mention All-
Region. In 2008, as a sophomore, he was
named Second Team All-District (utility).

McColgan Commits to Play Softball at GMU
Hanna Longwell will
play women’s
lacrosse at Colgate.

McLean High softball shortstop
Lauren McColgan has signed a
national letter of intent to play the
sport at George Mason University.
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MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

b
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Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your
Faith Community

call Karen at:
(703) 917-6468

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

SUMMER WORSHIP
SUNDAY: 10:00 AM

Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594
Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680

Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ... 703-560-6336

Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ... 703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...  703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767
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Pre-School Open House
Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2009

From Page 5

Schools

(PayPal). Payment and pick up
day is Saturday, Dec. 12 from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Mclean High
School. Payments on December
12th must be by cash or check.

Byron Van Nort Hughey of
McLean has been awarded a bach-
elor of arts  in English from
Denison University of Granville,
Ohio. Hughey received the Alumni
Endowed Scholarship and studied
abroad with the Goldsmiths pro-
gram in England.

Duncan H. Hardock of
McLean has been named to the
spring 2009 dean’s list at Colby
College in Waterville, Maine.
Hardock, a graduate of McLean
High School, is the son of Randolf
and Anne Hardock.

Rebecca Ellen Berenson
and Alaura Rose Maglio, both
of McLean, have been named to
the spring 2009 dean’s list at the
University of Wisconsin College of
Letters and Sciences.

Julia Christine Glasgow of
McLean has graduated with a
bachelor of arts degree from
Dartmouth College in Hanover,
N.H. Glasgow is the daughter of
James A. and Alice H. Glasgow.

E
njoy an old-fashioned
evening of family
holiday fun. Visit

Santa in the mill and see the
country Victorian Christmas
tree. Join the costumed mem-
ber of the 49th Virginia Infan-
try as they sing carols around
the campfire. Other activities
include holiday crafts and
roasting marshmallows. Shop
in the unhurried atmosphere
of the 19th century Colvin Run
General Store for holiday gifts.
Cost: $6 (ages 3 to 93). Model
Train Display. Fun for all ages.
Watch as G-gauge trains wind
their way through a miniature
western town in the Colvin
Run Barn. Free.

Saturday, Dec.19, 11a.m.-
4 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 20,
11 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Colvin
Run Mill Historic Site, 10017
Colvin Run Road in Great
Falls. 703-759-2771.

Meet
Santa At
the Mill
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From Page 9

Letters

There is also the recent Congres-
sional Budget Office’s scoring of
Sen. Reid’s plan. The CBO num-
bers start scoring the plan at the
time the legislation would take
effect, in 2013. However, the CBO
score does not account for the fact
that the legislation calls for taxes
to be raised immediately. This es-
sentially would be like giving a car
dealer $30,000 for a new car to-
day, but driving the car off the lot
three or four years later!

The suggestion was made that
having a public option alongside
private options would be very
much like having the choice to go
to Disneyland or a national park
for vacation. This analogy is not
accurate since, in the health care
example, the government or pub-
lic option, would have access to
endless streams of our tax dollars
while the private plans would be
subject to normal rules of expense
and revenue. The government op-
tion could use its ability to tax in-
dividuals to increase their revenue
streams and would eventually,
over time, drive all private sector
plans out of business. Why in the
world would we attempt to copy
the failing models of England and
Canada?

Second, we need to scrutinize the
closed door, non-transparent, dead-
of-night way the House rammed
their bill through the legislative
process. If this is such an excellent
bill, why did Speaker Pelosi and the
House majority draft it behind
closed doors, virtually locking Re-
publicans and the American public
out of the process? Why was the
2,000+-page bill made available to
read only 24 hours before it was
brought to the House floor for a
vote? Where is the transparency
promised by this Administration?
If the House Bill is so wonderful,
why does it threaten citizens who
fail to purchase health insurance
with a fine of 2.5 percent of their
income, up to $250,000, with fail-
ure to pay the fine leading to jail
time? This is simply un-American
if not unconstitutional. If this leg-
islation is so profound and good for
the country, why was it so narrowly
passed in the House, requiring a
$1.2 billion buy off in TARP money
for U.S. Rep. Cao from Louisiana?
This is not good governance. This
is reckless fiscal irresponsibility.
With our country struggling to
emerge from a severe recession, the
time to tighten our belts, not spend
more, is at hand.

Gina Ryan
Great Falls
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State Farm Insurance
IN GREAT FALLS

AUTO • HOME • LIFE
HEALTH • FINANCIAL SERVICES

731-C WALKER RD. • GREAT FALL, VA
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

Like A Good Neighbor,
State Farm Is There.®

www.gstephendulaney.com

News

Plan Alarms Residents
remained unscheduled.
Carla Lanzara wondered

whether safety and accident rates
at intersections along Georgetown
Pike had been taken into consid-
eration. “Do not use a person’s
community as a short-term solu-
tion that endangers people,” she
said. “We are extremely tired of
being treated in such a callous,
indifferent way.”

ERIC KNUDSEN, co-chair of the
citizens association’s Transporta-
tion Committee, said Great Falls
residents had consistently turned
out to oppose the dual turn lanes
since at least 2000 and had repeat-
edly asked what alternatives were
being considered and how the
change was projected to affect
traffic on Georgetown Pike.
“You’re taking a metropolitan-area
formula and applying it to our
road,” Knudsen said, adding that
planners seemed to think the two-
lane nature of the road would pre-
vent additional traffic.

“We are not changing forecasted
volumes on Georgetown Pike,”
Siegel said. In a later interview, he
said the road was projected to
reach capacity at about 1,700 ve-
hicles per hour sometime about 20
years from now, regardless of
whether the additional turn lane
was created. He told the crowd
that engineers had explored the
options of extending the single
lane, changing the timing of the
traffic signal and various
reconfigurations of the intersec-
tion.

Lou Kriso asked whether they
had considered building a single
extended lane set apart from the
road by a curb to keep drivers from
pulling back into traffic.

Siegel said the mile-long turn
lane would cause confusion and

From Page 3

The project is also to widen Route 7 from Loudoun to just
past Reston Avenue.
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the curb would present a hazard
to drivers.

A number of other alternatives
were floated, including closing the
left turn altogether, turning
Georgetown Pike back into a toll
road, as it was in the 19th century,
and spending a small fraction of
the total project’s $36.6 million
price tag to hire officers to moni-
tor the intersection.

SUPERVISOR John Foust (D-
Dranesville) and Del.-Elect Bar-
bara Comstock (R-34) were in at-
tendance at the meeting, and
Foust said he would continue to
oppose the project, while
Comstock vowed to take up the
fight upon taking office. When
Foust asked if anyone in the audi-
ence supported the project, one
person raised a hand, although
two would ultimately speak in sup-
port of it. He said he thought the
dual turn lanes were only ap-
proved in 2004 because they were
planned to be part of the widen-
ing of Route 7 all the way to Tysons
Corner.

Comstock noted that the oppo-
sition cut across the political spec-
trum. “There’s been nothing I
heard tonight that made much
sense,” she said.

Asked whether the project was “a
done deal,” Foust said, “They’re pro-
ceeding as though it’s a done deal,
but it’s our job to try to undo it.”

Reston resident Rob Whitfield
said he supported the project be-
cause it would improve traffic on
Route 7, and with increased de-
velopment coming to Tysons Cor-
ner, he said, more drivers fed up
with traffic on Route 7 would use
the toll road.

Construction on the project is
expected to begin in summer of
2012, and VDOT plans to have it
completed about two years later.
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